
  
  

Society of Affiliate Professionals in Pediatric Surgery (SOAPPS) 
Annual Meeting Town Hall Session  
Friday, May 9, 2025 1:15 PM EST  

Meeting Minutes by Ariella Adelman, Secretary 

  
In Attendance:  35 attendees (25 NPs, 8 PAs, 2 RNs) 
Monica Holder, Ariella Adelman, Cindy McManaway, Katy Noonan, Richele Koehler, William Sharp, Casey 
Golden, Becky John, Layna Blurton, Stephanie Fingland, Abigail Leon, Hope Simmons, Danielle Aquila, 
Wendy Lewis, Caitlin Russell, Lily Yuen, Alana Ferguson, Jennifer Kang, Miranda Lange, Tomara Price, 
Claire Abrajano, Katherine Alvarez, Candy Fradette, Deanna Garza, Caroline Daoust, Marcy Horge, Christina 
Ghazarian, Joyce Faucett, Sarah Roberts, Kelly Finkbeiner, Lindsay Brown, Monica Milovancev, Shyla 
Gordon, Rosie Tallud, Elisabeth Campbell, Miranda Lange, Tomara Price  
 
 
SOAPPS Overview of Past Year’s Accomplishments presented by Monica Holder, incoming chair 
 
- Currently we have 166 SOAPPS members 
- We had an 85% renewal rate during the 2nd renewal cycle, may be attributed to APPs changing specialties 
- 39 SOAPPS members are in attendance at the annual meeting 
- Executive committee goals for the upcoming year include:  

o Increasing membership and member involvement 
o Streamline the membership application and approval process 
o Increase communication with membership via quarterly emails, WhatsApp group messages, etc. 
o Continue to provide quality content at 2026 APSA annual meeting 

 
 
Program Committee Update presented by Katy Noonan, program committee co-chair 
 
SOAPPS has 4 breakout sessions at this year’s annual meeting including:  

- Wounds & Stomas That Make You Want to Weep 
- Advancing Pilonidal Disease Management 
- Bowel Management: Laxatives, Enemas and Beyond 
- Comprehensive Management of Chest Wall Conditions  

 
Each one of these SOAPPS sessions have the most attendees enrolled in each designated time slot (7 simultaneous 
sessions per time slot).  
 
Additionally, one of the SOAPPS executive committee members presented on an APSA break-out session 
(ERAS) panel.   
 
 
 
 
Education Committee Update presented by Casey Golden, education committee member 
 



This past year there have been 6 “Quick Glance” APP resource sheets created by the committee and approved by 
APSA that are available to you for reference on the APSA website: 
https://www.pedsurglibrary.com/apsa/view/PedSurg%20Resource/1884081/all/Quick_Glance_Sheets    
 
Topics include:  

- Water bead ingestion 
- Non-op management of appendicitis 
- Replogle vs salem sump tubes 
- Sodium replacements 
- Post-op management following Nuss procedure 
- Practical tips for ostomy complications.  

 
Goal for the upcoming year is to increase the number of APP resource sheets available to members.   
 
 
Membership Committee Update presented by Cindy McManaway, membership committee co-chair 
 
 
This past year there have been significant delays with the new applicant approval process which was due to Veritas staffing 
issues and not within SOAPPS’s control. This is going to improve in the near future. 
 
Goals for next year include: 

- Increase frequency intervals in how often new applicants are being reviewed and approved 
- Advocate from the APSA board to give the SOAPPS membership committee more autonomy with regards to 

reviewing and approving applications 
- Advocate from the APSA board to allow SOAPPS members to provide the letter of recommendation needed for 

application instead of requiring that the letter comes from a surgeon.  
 

The APSA board is exploring the idea of waiving annual membership dues to individuals that have been members for at 
least 5 years and are retired (emeritus status). This will not only apply to the surgeons but also include SOAPPS members.  
 
 
Practice Committee Update presented by Tara Kempker, practice committee co-chair 
 
A survey was sent out to all SOAPPS members many months ago asking members to categorize themselves into 
APP type and clinical setting (inpatient vs. outpatient vs. hybrid, days vs. nights, etc.). There was a low number 
of responses to the survey. Future considerations to re-send the survey after we have more members in our 
WhatsApp group. Categorizing members will be helpful for networking purposes.  
 
The practice committee is working with the APSA advocacy group on a project to help distribute DME supplies 
to low income or uninsured families as well as patients struggling with insurance authorization denials. Future 
goals include continuing to work on this project in the coming year.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Open Forum: 
 
Member suggestions for future annual meetings:  

https://www.pedsurglibrary.com/apsa/view/PedSurg%20Resource/1884081/all/Quick_Glance_Sheets


1. SOAPPS members in attendance should have an identifier on their ID badge so it is easy for other 
members to recognize each other and network (SOAPPS logo pin vs. ribbon) 

2. A better method of communication with all SOAPPS members in attendance is needed (cannot 
identify on WHOVA app who is a SOAPPS member and not everyone uses the app regularly). Ideal 
to have a WhatsApp group chat set up in advance of the meeting.  

3. Have a SOAPPS designated social event such as a cocktail hour for networking  
4. When deciding on topics to present at future conferences: consider topics that meet the CE 

requirements for the 7-year PNCB NP re-certification cycle  
5. Consider spreading out SOAPPS sessions so that they are not all lumped together on one day  
6. Need an official leadership handoff ceremony from the outgoing chair to the incoming chair. 
7. Consider having SOAPPS only sessions occurring concurrently with the APSA talks that pertain 

only to the residents, fellows and surgeons (ex: mentoring, surgeon specific wellness, etc.)  
 
Other member suggestions & comments: 

1. Would like to see more engagement in the WhatsApp group. 
2. Appreciation was expressed for including new SOAPPS members in the APSA new member 

induction ceremony.  
3. Discussed interest in obtaining SOAPPS swag with our logo: pin, scrub cap 
4. Work with surgeon colleagues to arrange surgeon mentors for SOAPPS APPs similar to surgeon 

mentors for residents.  
5. Create polls on the WhatsApp group on the following topics: what topics you would like to see 

presented at next year’s conference, what would you like to see more of from SOAPPS, How would 
you like to become more involved (join committee, join executive board, become a presenter at 
future conferences), how do you as an APP practice in your institution (inpatient, outpatient, hybrid, 
night weekend and holiday coverage, how many hours per week, salaried vs hourly, etc.) 

6. Group SOAPPS members into subcategories by their area of expertise for networking purposes. 
7. Discussed ability to update your member profile on the APSA website to include areas of interest.  
8. Look into a way to easily access all SOAPPS member profiles on the website which includes their 

areas of interest/expertise for networking purposes.  
 
Q & A Session: 

Q. Will SOAPPS be collaborating with APSNA in future?  
A. Possibly, APSA and APSNA leadership have been in communication about future meeting 

collaboration.  
 

Q. Are SOAPPS members allowed to join APSA committees? 
A. We believe that they can, but will confirm with Jenn from Veritas 

 
 
Leadership Transition: 
Official turnover of leadership as Monica Holder becomes the new executive committee chair; new members 
assume positions within the executive committee; some executive committee members assume new roles.  
 
 
ADJOURNMENT   
       


