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Society of Affiliate Professionals in Pediatric Surgery (SOAPPS)
Executive Committee Meeting Agenda
Tuesday, February 11, 2025 5:00 PM EST
Meeting Minutes (taken by Ariella Adelman, Secretary)

In Attendance:
Ariella Adelman, Rachel Barton, Teren Culbertson, Ashley Ebanks, Whit Holcomb, Monica Holder,
Jenn James, Tara Kempker, Richele Koehler, Cindy McManaway, Jena Morcelle, Thomas Tracy (12)

Not In Attendance:
Rosella Micalizzi, Katy Noonan, Marina Petrulla, Ty Reutebuch, Stephany Walk, Abby Walsh (6)

PRESENTATIONS:
None

OLD BUSINESS

A. Elections Update:

The voting session has officially closed. Only 16 SOAPPS members voted with no concerns raised.
New board members do not officially begin until May, however they (William Sharp and Melissa
Matthew) will be invited to the March and April board meetings and should be added to the EC
WhatsApp group.

Transition of board members: discussed the possibility of creating a plaque for the outgoing chair and
a certificate for the incoming chair. Notify APSA to order the plaque in advance.

B. Annual Meeting Updates

The speakers and moderators have been finalized for the breakshops.

There are no live stream sessions this year, which includes APSA’s sessions. All sessions will be
recorded and available to watch later.

Lunches will not be provided this year, however there will be 90-minute lunch breaks to accommodate
people leaving to purchase food. There are many restaurants within 5 minutes of the hotel and one
restaurant located within the hotel.

Need to request SOAPPS designated space at the conference. Deadline is March 15! to request
space. Monica and Ty are tasked to work on this.



Plan SOAPPS events at the meeting (unrelated to breakshops):

1. Executive board meeting with breakfast on the first day (Wednesday) similar to last year. Need
to set up a Teams meeting virtual option for members that will not be in attendance.

2. A town hall meeting for all SOAPPS members which may be over lunch on Saturday following
the morning sessions. Perhaps do this at the restaurant located within the hotel? Need to
make clear that lunch is not paid for. Include a virtual option for SOAPPS members that are not
attending the conference to join remotely.

3. SOAPPS mix & mingle happy hour on Friday night during cocktail hour prior to the banquet.

NEW BUSINESS

A. Collaboration with APSNA

Dr. Tracy discussed the potential re-engagement of conversations with APSNA. The new APSNA
president-elect expressed interest in a joint meeting or meeting overlap in the 2026 conference in
Chicago. APSA is not open to a joint meeting, however they are open to sharing peer-reviewed
content that APSNA may provide. Dr. Holcomb suggested a small crossover event or a joint session
with APSNA members paying registration to attend the meeting.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

A. Program Committee (Ashley & Katy)
See annual meeting updates
B. Membership Committee (Jena & Cindy)

There have been no new SOAPPS applications received recently. There are still 12 pending
applicants that have not yet been approved with some applicants waiting to hear back since
September. This delay is related to a staffing shortage at Veritas. Jenn will reach out to Veritas to
push through these pending applications. The pending members paid annual dues in January,
however they have missed voting in the election, they are not part of APSA or SOAPPS
communications and they do not have access to website, PedsSurg Library and possibly NaT Expert
if that was purchased separately. Jenn will look into which pending applicants if any purchased the
NaT access. Discussed the possibility of waiving the following year’s annual fee vs. prorate the fee
that was already paid. Dr. Tracy proposed writing an apology letter to the pending applicants for the
delays.

C. Education Committee (Abby & Rosella)

None

D. Practice Committee (Stephany & Tara)
None

ADJOURNMENT



Next meeting: Tuesday, March 11, 2025, 5:00 pm EST



